Case Study: THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE
By C.S.Lewis

pg 15
Symbolism of the ‘Lamp Post’ = Christ is often referred to as the light in the darkness or as a guide: “I am the Light of the World.”  John 8:12

pg 45/21

Edmund’s payment for his betrayal of Aslan is Turkish Delight = For Judas it was the payment of 30 pieces of silver.
pgs 81/88, 90-91
When the children meet the ‘Beavers’ they refer to “waiting for this day to come” – other times it’s mentioned as an ‘old rhyme’: Both mirror prophecy’s coming to fruition by spoken words or in Psalms similar to the OT prophecy of Jesus, e.g. Isaiah 11

pg 89
The children are fearful of meeting Aslan = note the ‘Fear of God’ found in Deuteronomy 6:13: “Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name” Aslan referred to as a Lion – Jesus in Revelations is also known as the ‘Lion of Judah’.
pg 90
Aslan’s first wife = Lilith. This refers to a Jewish Myth which was developed during the Middle Ages. Apparently she was banished from the Garden of Eden because she refused to make herself subservient to Adam. Myth also states that she stole Jewish babies at night and ate them!
pg109
Edmund seeks out the White Witch in the same way as Judas sought out the Sadducees and Pharisees (Jewish High Priests and law makers).
pg 118

Father Christmas gives gifts to the children: Peter = shield + sword








 Susan = bow + arrow + horn

    






 Lucy = dagger + bottle of healing potion

 ( perhaps a nod to the gifts given to believers from the Holy Spirit = Galatians 5:22 - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control

pg 129

It can be argued that the experience of pain and sorrow is needed in order to understand the joy of forgiveness, and therefore the knowledge / experience of Christ’s mercy, grace and forgiveness (Romans 4:7) as CS Lewis writes; “Unless you have looked at a world of snow as long as Edmund had been looking at it, you will hardly be able to imagine what a relief those green patches were after the endless unite”

pg 139
Children cannot look fully upon Aslan when meeting him for the first time. Note Moses and the burning bush and later in Exodus 33:20 “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live” as well as Exodus 3:6 – “…at this point Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God.”
pg 140
The future promise where the children shall be Kings + Queens at ‘Cair Paravel’ It tell us in the Gospel of Matthew (in the Beatitudes) Mt 5: 1- 10 that “you (mankind) will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.”  note also in Genesis 12: 1-7: The ‘promised’ Land given to Abraham (Israel).

pg 144
Peter’s name is changed by Aslan to “Sir Peter Wolf’s – Bare”. Saul is renamed by Jesus to Paul after his conversion.
pg 150
Aslan speaks with Edmund about his betrayal and alliance with the Queen privately – he then tells the children: “Here is your brother; there is no need to talk to him about what is past”.

We are told in the bible that when we ask God for forgiveness it is done and forgotten immediately: “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” Romans 4: 7+8

Pg 153 -156
The witch explains that she has every right to kill Edmund as it was agreed at the very beginning through ‘Deep Magic’. Sin has been committed - therefore a life has to be taken in payment. This refers to ‘original sin’ when sin was committed and a curse was given to all mankind: See Genesis 3

The curse was our (mankind’s) death and separation from God
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However, Aslan agrees to sacrifice his life for Edmunds – just as Jesus did for mankind.

[image: image1]pg 159
The mood changes as Aslan prepares for his sacrifice. There is a sense similar to that of
The Last Super with Jesus and His Disciples.
pg161
The two girls accompany Aslan to the Stone Table before the deed. “I should be glad of the company tonight. I am sad and lonely.”  Note the similarities between Jesus’ final hours with his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane: Matthew 26 :38  “ My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me”.
pg 163 – 165
The 2 girls watch in horror when Aslan is captured, tortured and mocked by the Queen and her soldiers. In the same way as Mary (Jesus’ mother) and Mary Magdalene watched the persecution of their son/Lord.
pg 164

However, like Jesus, Aslan chooses to allow the persecution to take place. “Had the Lion chosen, one of those paws could have been the death of them all”.

pg 164 – 165
Aslan’s mane is shaved; creatures kick & spit on him, he is jeered and mocked by name 
calling: “ Puss, Puss Poor Pussy, How many mice have you caught today?” “Would you like a saucer of milk, Puss?”  Note the similarities in Matthew 27: 28. “They stripped him, placed a twisted crown of thorns on his head - “Hail, The King of the Jews!” they said. They spat on him and struck him on the head again and again.”
pg 166 -168
The final dark moments before Aslan’s death reflects also the final moments of Christ’s death: Matthew 27:46 “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

pg 170 – 171
Lucy and Susan remove the tape and muzzle holding down Aslan. They caress, kiss and wipe away the blood from Aslan’s face. As CS Lewis writes; “If you’ve been up all night and cried till you have no more tears left in you – you will know that there comes in the end a sort of quietness. You feel as if nothing is ever going to happen again.”
Note - The Master Artists showing scenes from the crucifixion and the despair of Mary and the disciples 

Masolino’s Painting               Pietà’s

Michelangelo’s Sculpture
pg 174
The Stone table where Aslan was sacrificed upon breaks in half: “At that moment they hear from behind them a loud noise – a great cracking deafening noise as if a giant had broken a giant’s plate. The Stone Table was broken into two pieces by a great crack that ran down it from end to end, and there was no Aslan”.

Note also the mirror event recorded in the New Testament of the Temple / Holy Curtain in Jerusalem tearing apart at the point of Jesus’ death. “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.”  Mt 27: 50.
pg 175
Aslan is resurrected! “Oh, you’re real, you’re real! Oh,Aslan!” – Just as Jesus was, three days later. Interestingly along with Aslan, Jesus also chose to reveal himself to women not men – why is that do you think?

pg 188
The children are surprised when Aslan treats them as his equal: “Us Lions.” That means him and me. No side, no stand off-ishness. Us Lions.” In the same way Jesus made every attempt to bring equality during his time. Men and women, the religious and prostitutes – all were forgiven and treated equally. Known as “The priesthood of all believers”.

pg 196 -7
Amid the rejoicing Aslan quietly slips away with a promise to return some time – unknown when exactly. As is Jesus’ promise to return some time. Luke 24:53 and Matthew 24.
pg 198

“So they lived in great joy …” CS Lewis talked in length about this concept. Christians can translate this idea to living “under grace.” The Old Testament was a time of LAW – whereas the New Testament (since the sacrifice of Jesus) mankind lives under GRACE
     (
See supp notes on CS Lewis and ‘Joy’
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